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CODE OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT
FOR VETERINARY SURGEONS

Section 1. INTRODUCTION

The Code will be used in the assessment of allegations of misconduct made against individual
veterinarians. It provides a framework of principles and professional and ethical standards.
Non-compliance with any aspect of the Code will be considered unprofessional conduct

Persons registered with the Veterinary Surgeons Board of South Australia are expected to
abide by the following basic principles when carrying out their professional duties:
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The primary concern of the profession is for the welfare of the animals.

All work performed by veterinarians is to a standard of competence acceptable
to their peers.

Veterinarians, individually, act to promote cohesion within the profession and the
trust of the profession by the general public.

No personal advantage is sought to the detriment of a professional colleague.

Section 2. GUIDELINES FOR PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT

a.

Veterinarians have a special duty towards animal welfare and to alleviate animal suffering.
They must be conversant with the provisions of the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1985
and its Regulations and any codes of animal welfare relevant to their fields of endeavour.

Veterinarians must communicate effectively and treat all with whom they come into contact
with respect, consideration, courtesy and openness.

Veterinarians must conduct themselves in a manner that will maintain or enhance the
reputation of the profession. (Veterinarians are reminded that registration can be suspended if
their performance is affected because of any mental or physical disability or condition).

Veterinarians should not show disrespect for colleagues. They should uphold a working
environment in which colleagues can freely exchange information to the benefit of patients,
and society in general.

Veterinarians must be conversant with and abide by all statutory requirements affecting them
individually in their various professional roles and take every reasonable step to ensure their
observance by others.

Veterinarians must keep abreast of knowledge and skills in their field of endeavour, and accept
the obligation to continue their education and so further their professional knowledge and
competence.

Except in an emergency where immediate relief of suffering is paramount, veterinarians have a
duty to operate only in fields in which they are competent to do so unless supervised by a
colleague with competence in the field.
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