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CODE OF PRACTICE  

VETERINARIANS PROVIDING S4 DRUGS FOR SHEARING OF RAMS   

Background  

Shearers, through their union have ra ised the question as to whether veterina rians c an provide 
them with S4 d rugs to tranquillize rams when shearing .  The Vic torian Veterinarian Prac tic e Board 
has recently considered this issue, and agreed that S4 drugs can be made available for shearing 
as long as the p resc ribed d rug is p rovided in ac c ordanc e with the Vic torian Tota l Professiona l 
Servic e and Dispensing Chec klist in their document, Guideline 6 on the The Supply and Use of 
Drugs in Veterinary Prac tic e

 

(see www.vetboard.vic.gov.au).  This Code of Prac tic e a lso d raws 
on this document.  

Issues  

The issue for shearers is the size and behaviour of some rams, and the resulting oc c upationa l 
health and safety concerns for shearers if the ram is difficult to handle.    

The issue for veterina rians is their lega l responsib ility in rela tion to the supp ly of c ontrolled 
substanc es (inc lud ing S4 d rugs) for the purpose of trea ting or tranquillizing anima ls.  In pa rtic ula r, 
only veterina rians c an supp ly S4 d rugs for these purposes, and as suc h, veterina rians a re 
responsib le for the tra il of the p resc ribed med ic a tion.  They a re a lso responsib le for the 
outc ome from the use of the med ic a tion.  S4 drugs c an only lega lly be supplied to the owner or 
their representa tive who has c ontrol of the anima ls.  This does not extend to shearers or shearing 
contractors.  

Position  

The Veterinary Surgeons Board supports the provision of S4 drugs for the purpose of shearing rams 
whose weight and demeanor makes it a potentia l oc c upationa l hea lth and sa fety risk for the 
shearer, only under p resc ribed c irc umstanc es.  In taking this position, the Board rec ognises that 
there a re important anima l welfa re and pub lic interest issues whic h need to be taken into 
account. These include   

(a) p rovid ing the wrong d rug , or the wrong dose or strength of d rug may have an adverse 
impact on the animal   

(b) the c ond ition of the anima l will have an impac t on the use of d rugs; for examp le the 
shearing shed environment may affect its behaviour   

(c )  intended or accidental human dosing may have severe effects  

(d ) to ma inta in pub lic c onfidenc e in the veterina ry p rofession, a ll veterina rians must uphold 
professional standards consistently across the State when supplying drugs.   

http://www.vetboard.vic.gov.au
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Code of Practice  

The Board supports the p rovision of S4 d rugs for use in shearing rams whose weight and demeanor makes it 
a potential OH&S risk, only in accordance with all of the following:  

1. The p resc ribed d rug is p rovided to a bona-fide c lient o f the veterina rian.  A bona-fide c lient is 
one where  

 

The veterina rian has a demonstra ted p rofessiona l rela tionship with the anima l/ flock and / or 
client within the last 12 months. 

 

The veterina rian c an demonstra te on fa rm visits have been regula r to a ttend the 
animal/flock/property, at least once every 12 months. 

 

The bona-fide c lient is responsib le for the anima l husbandry and day to day management of 
the anima l/ flock.  This is likely to be either the owner of the anima l/ flock, or a Responsib le 
Agent

 

- i.e. the farm manager/stud manager.   
o The owner should have regula r day to day involvement with the anima l/ flock and 

make decisions on the management of the animal/flock    
o The Responsib le Agent must have management responsib ility for the anima l/ flock.   A 

Responsib le Agent is not a person who p rovides either an irregula r or regula r servic e 
to the animal/flock (i.e. a shearer, farm contractor and so on)  

2. There is a therapeutic need for the p resc ribed d rug .  To ensure there is a therapeutic need , the 
following procedures apply:   

 

The flock is assessed ind ividua lly, eac h yea r a t shearing time, to ensure the c orrec t type, 
dosage and strength of drug is supplied.  

 

Deta iled instruc tions a re p rovided by the veterina rian to ensure the p resc ribed d rug is 
administered appropriately to the animals.  These must be written instructions.   

 

Veterina rians should not p rovide a b lanket dose for rams in a flock. The veterina rian should 
make the owner/ responsib le agent awa re of the need for ind ividua l doses for rams, based on 
an assessment of the following 

o breed 
o assessed weight 
o environmental conditions (e.g. penned, shearing shed etc) 
o age 
o ambient temperature 
o condition of ram (e.g. tired or exhausted from being chased etc) 

 

The veterinarian is able to assess that the prescribed drug had the required outcome 

 

The veterinarian is able to provide follow-up treatment or support if required  

3. The Board has c onc erns about the use of d rugs where inadvertent or unintentiona l human dosage 
c an c ause ha rm to peop le.  Therefore the Board considers only a c lass of d rug whic h is sa fely used 
in human med ic ine is recommended for d ispensing for this ac tivity. Phenothiazine deriva tive d rugs 
(e.g. ACP) is therefore considered suitable, while Xylazine is inappropriate to use.    

4. The veterina rian rec ords the transac tion of the p resc ribed d rugs as required , and ob ta ins the 
signa ture of the bona-fide c lient to whom the d rugs a re p rovided .  The Board has developed 2 
Forms (Pre-dispensa tion of d rugs; Post-shearing of rams) and rec ommends these a re signed and 
kep t as pa rt o f the veterina rian s records.   The Forms are attached.   

5. Unused d rugs a re returned to the veterinarian, together with the Form Post-shearing of rams .       

6. All other requirements under the Controlled Substanc es Ac t a re adhered to in the p rovision of S4 
drugs  in particular, the veterinarian must personally supervise the sale of the prescription drug.  



VE TERIN ARY SURGEON S BOARD 
OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

  

185 FULLARTON ROAD DULWICH SA 5065    Ph: 08 8331 9433    Fx: 08 8364 4688    e-mail: admin@vsbsa.org.au  3

7. Uniformity across the profession is imperative.  The VSB requires a ll veterina rians to follow these 
principles in the provision of prescribed drugs for the purposes of tranquillizing rams for shearing.     

Not fo llowing these p rinc ip les may result in the wrong d rug being supp lied , or the wrong dose or 
strength of drug made available.  This will compromise the anima l s hea lth and welfa re.    

Inc onsistenc y on this issue ac ross the veterina ry p rofession may a lso erode pub lic c onfidenc e in the 
c apac ity of the p rofession to p rovide p roper c a re to anima ls.  It may a lso signa l a lack of 
coherence between individual veterinarians and across the profession as a whole, whic h will further 
undermine public confidence.    

The Board has based these p rinc ip les on sa fety, c onsistenc y, and anima l welfa re c onsidera tions.  
Should the veterina rian not follow the p rinc ip les endorsed by this code of p rac tic e, you may be 
c onsidered neg ligent and so inc rease the potentia l for a c ivil c la im being made aga inst you 
and/or your practice.  

8. The following checklist is provided to assist veterina rians, and should be read in c onjunc tion with 
the above Code of Practice.  

 

The client is a bona fide client  

 

I have current knowledge of the management, hea lth sta tus and d rug sta tus of the 
animal/s  

 

I have established a therapeutic need for the use or supply of this drug.  

 

I have satisfied myself that the animal or flock is currently under my care.  

 

I have followed the Controlled Substanc es Ac t 1984 in respec t of storage requirements; 
e.g. Drugs will be stored in a locked cupboard; Cupboard will be in a cool location.  

 

I have followed the Controlled Substances Act 1984 in respect of the labeling requirements; 
e.g. For Anima l Use only ; Direc tions for use on conta iner.  

 

I have followed the Controlled Substances Act 1984 in respect of recording requirements.  

 

I have a system of fo llow up in p lac e to determine whether expec ted outc omes of 
treatment are achieved.  

 

I am in a position to provide or arrange after care for this animal if needed, and the client is 
aware of my position in this respect.  

 

I am c onfident the c lient understands a ll instruc tions rega rd ing the use (and , where 
appropriate, with-holding restrictions) of this drug.  

 

I am confident the client knows how to use the drug properly and safely.  

 

The amount I am d ispensing is reasonab le for trea tment of the c ond ition for whic h I have 
doc umented the therapeutic need , and is not exc essive so as to c rea te a possib le 
inappropriate stockpiling of drug by the client.  

 

I have considered the welfare of the animal/flock in dispensing this drug.  

Veterina rians may a lso c onsider p rovid ing the MS DATA Sheet on the approp ria te d rug to the 
owner/ responsib le agent a t the time of d ispensing the d rug.  The Sheet should be p rovided to a med ic a l 
practitioner in the event of accidental human injection.   
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FORM 1 Pre-Dispensation Form 
(To be completed by veterinarian and signed by owner/responsible agent before supplying 
drugs)  

Number of 
Ram/s 

Breed of 
Ram/s 

Age of 
Ram/s 

Weight 
Range 

Body 
Condition 

Type of 
Drug 

Total 
volume 
supplied 

           

Name of Owner/Responsible Agent: .  

Signa ture .......  Da te: .  

Name of Veterinarian: . ...................  

Signa ture 

 

Date: .  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

  

FORM 2 Post-Shearing Record 
(To be completed by owner/responsible agent and provided to veterinarian within 14 days of 
administering of drug with any unused drug)  

Name of 
person giving 
the drug 

Date  and 
time drug 
given 

Place 
injected 

Total 
Volume 
used (ml) 

Volume 
remaining 
(ml) 

Drug 
d isposed of 
or wastage 
(ml) 

Results 

 

e.g.  
Good / not good / 
adverse reaction  
(describe)** 

           

** In the event of an adverse reaction at the time of giving the drug, contact the veterinarian as 
soon as possible.   

Name of owner/responsible agent: .  

Signa ture of owner/ responsib le agent: Date

  

Emergency contacts: 
Ambulance: 000   Hospital: (insert local hospital) 
Poisons Information centre:  13 1126   Veterinarian: (insert local telephone number)  
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