
For more comprehensive infor-

mation about eligibility criteria, 

skills assessment, and NVE re-

quirements, it is strongly  

recommended that you visit 

the AVBC website.  You should 

also contact the AVBC  

directly if further   

clarification is required.  

www.avbc.asn.au 

 
If your qualifications are not deemed 
acceptable for automatic registration 
In Australia you can either  

apply to enrol at an Australian 
university where you may be 
granted credit for your overseas 
studies, and complete the 
veterinary science course, or  
you can apply for the National 
Veterinary Examination (NVE).   

What is the NVE?  

The NVE has been developed to assist 
veterinarians who qualified overseas to 
obtain registration in Australia, thus 
enabling you to practise your 
profession.     

If you successfully complete the NVE  
you will be issued with a Certificate 
which entitles you to apply for 
registration with any Australian 
Veterina ry Surgeons Registra tion 
Board.  

Once you are registered in Australia 
you will have the same rights and 
responsibilities as all other registered 
veterinarians in Australia.   

Contact Details:  

NVE registration: 
Australasian Veterinary Boards Council Inc (AVBC) 
Level 8, 470 Collins Street 
MELBOURNE  VIC  3000 
Tel:  (03) 9620 7844 
Fax: (03) 9620 7828 
Email: nve@avbc.asn.au 
Website: www.avbc.asn.au  

English Language: 
Centre for Adult Education (CAE) 
GPO Box 372F 
Melbourne   Vic  3001 
Tel: (03) 9612 2600 
Fax: (03) 9612 2601  

Australian Veterinary Association SA (AVA SA) 
Suite 13, 70 Walkerville Terrace (PO Box 114) 
WALKERVILLE  SA  5081 
Tel:  (08) 8344 6337 
Fax: (08) 8344 9227 
Email: avasa@ava.com.au 
Website: www.ava.com.au  

Registration in South Australia:  
Veterinary Surgeons Board of SA (VSBSA) 
185 Fullarton Rd 
DULWICH SA  5065 
Tel:  (08) 8331 9433 
Fax: (08) 8364 4688 
Email: admin@vsbsa.org.au 
Website: www.vsbsa.org.au   

SA NVE Sub-committee members 
Dr Andrew Carter (AVA)  - T  8132 0533 
Dr Julia Nicholls (AVA) - T  8344 6337 
Dr Robert Baker (VSBSA) - T  8207 7802 
Ms Sue Millbank (VSBSA) - T  8331 9433  

Immigration Information: 
 www.immi.gov.au provides contact details. 

NVE National Veterinary    
Examination 

http://www.avbc.asn.au
http://www.avbc.asn.au
http://www.ava.com.au
http://www.vsbsa.org.au
http://www.immi.gov.au


 
1.  English Language 
If your first language is not English, a B pass in all 
four sections of the Occupational English Test 
(OET) or a score of band 7 in all sections at the 
academic level of the International English Lan-
guage Testing System (IELTS) will satisfy the re-
quirements.   

2.  Multiple Choice Questions (MCQ) 
The Preliminary Examination consists of three pa-
pers of Multiple Choice Questions (MCQ). Each 
of the papers has 100 questions that are de-
signed to test your knowledge across a variety of 
subject areas. The Preliminary Examination is nor-
mally held during the first week of March and 
September each year.  It can be held in Ade-
laide and other Australian capital cities.  

3.  Clinical Examination 
After passing the English Language and MCQ, 
you are eligible to sit for the Clinical Examination. 
This examination is held over four or five days 
and is conducted in an Australian veterinary 
school (currently Queensland).  You will be ex-
amined at the same level as recent graduates 
from Australian Universities. The format of the ex-
amination is fully described in the Veterinary Sci-
ence Candidates Information Handbook avail-
able at the AVBC website.  

You can take the NVE only if you have 
been formally assessed as meeting the  
eligibility criteria to sit the examination.   
You must hold a degree or diploma 
awarded after at least four years of study 
at a recognised veterinary school.  You 
must also be registered, licensed or eligible 
to be recognised as a veterinarian of good 
standing in the country in which you stud-
ied or worked.  

To obtain an application for Skills Assess-
ment and Assessment of Eligibility to under-
take the Professional Examinations in Vet-
erinary Science  contact the Australasian 
Veterinary Boards Council (AVBC).   

The NVE c onsists of the following four c om-
ponents: 

Eligibility Assessment  assessment of qualifi-
cations and associated documents to deter-
mine eligibility to undertake the NVE proce-
dures. 

English Language Requirement  before pro-
ceeding to the NVE Preliminary Examination 

Preliminary Examination  written multiple-
choice question (MCQ) examination 

Final Examination  Clinical Examination 

Costs: 

There is a fee for eac h c omponent of the 
NVE.   The tota l c ost for the NVE is approxi-
mately $10,000.  

For c urrent fees for elig ib ility assessment 
and examinations, p lease c ontac t the 
AVBC or visit their website.  Fees for the 
English language requirement test a re 
ava ilab le from Centre for Adult Educ a-
tion Austra lia (CAE) and Interna tiona l 
English Language Testing System (IELTS). 

Eligibility for  the NVE 

  
Registration 
To practice as a veterinarian in any capacity 
in South Australia you must be registered by 
the Veterinary Surgeons Board of SA (VSBSA).  

Limited Registration may be approved if the 
applicant is currently sitting the NVE and has  
passed the English Language and the MCQ 
examinations.  Limited registration enables 
you to work under the supervision of a regis-
tered veterinarian, to gain practical experi-
ence before sitting the clinical examination.  

You can also get a copy of the Candidates 
Information Handbook and some other AVBC 
resources from the Office of the VSBSA.  

Australian Veterinary Association SA 
The AVA South Australian Division will assist 
NVE candidates.  This  may include  

finding a mentor (registered veterinarians) 
for candidates 

loans of resources such as text books to 
assist with study 

supporting candidates in employment 
though candidates should be aware that 
finding employment is their own responsibil-
ity 

providing social and professional support 
for candidates 

You should contact the AVA SA Division to 
discuss your particular situation.  

Support in South Australia  Examination Stages 

 

You should contact the Australasian Vet-
erinary Boards Council (AVBC) to find out  
information about the NVE.  Their contact 

details are on the back of this leaflet. 
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