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INFORMATION SHEET  

PRESCRIBED BUSINESS INTERESTS  

Under the new Ac t, veterina ry surgeons and their rela tives must dec la re their interests in 
businesses provid ing veterina ry servic es or p roduc ts. The purpose of this sec tion of the Ac t is to 
avoid potentia l c onflic ts of interest when rec ommend ing servic es or p roduc ts to c lients, by 
making it c lea r to c lients tha t a financ ia l interest may be held in the rec ommended p roduc t by 
the veterinary surgeon or a member of their family.  

Veterinary surgeons are now required to declare your business interests in writing to clients when 
rec ommend ing p resc ribed p roduc ts or servic es in whic h you or your rela tives have an interest.  
You a re a lso required to inform the Veterina ry Surgeons Board of your interest in these p roduc ts 
or servic es.  The Veterina ry Surgeons Board must keep a rec ord of information of these interests 
of all veterinary surgeons and their relatives.   

You do not need to dec la re a ll your business interests to the Veterina ry Surgeons Board 

 

only 
your interests in businesses involving veterinary services or products.  Sections 46, 47, 48 and 49 of 
the Act apply, and the attachment provides further information about these sections of the Act. 

If you or your relatives do not hold a financial interest in any veterinary services or products, you 
do not need to do anything. 

If you or your rela tives do have a financ ia l interest in any veterina ry servic e or p roduc t, you 
should complete the attached form and return it to the Veterinary Surgeons Board of SA. 

The Veterina ry Surgeons Board of SA sought lega l advic e about the most p rac tic a l way for 
veterina rians to meet the requirement of the Ac t to notify c lients in writing of the interest. The 
advic e rec eived is tha t it is not suffic ient to post a notic e in the wa iting room advising c lients of 
any p resc ribed interests.  It is nec essary to ind ividua lly inform c lients if rec ommend ing the 
servic es or p roduc ts in whic h the interest is held .  The Board therefore suggests tha t a p rac tic a l 
way in which this can be done is to include a notation on the Invoice for all clients, which reads: 

It is a sta tutory requirement tha t we inform you tha t (p rinc ipa l/ name of interest holder) 
of this p rac tic e, has a financ ia l interest in (name of p roduc t or servic e) . 

Veterina ry surgeons having an interest in a fter hours servic es should inc lude a simila r sta tement 
in a telephone message if referring clients to that after hours service.   

As indicated above, the Board is required to keep information of all prescribed business interests 
of veterina ry surgeons and their rela tives.  If you or your rela tives hold interests in a veterina ry 
servic e or p roduc t, p lease c omplete the a ttac hed form and return it to the Veterina ry Surgeons 
Board .   If any of this information c hanges, you a re required to notify the Veterina ry Surgeons 
Board within one month of any such change.   

If you have any queries about p resc ribed business interests , p lease c ontac t the Registra r s 
office, either by telephone or email.     

Sue Millbank 
Registrar 
Veterinary Surgeons Board of SA  

http://www.vsbsa.org.au
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VETERINARY PRACTICE ACT, 2003  

SECTIONS 46, 47, 48 AND 49  

PRESCRIBED BUSINESS INTERESTS   

Definitions  

 

A presc ribed business interest is a veterina ry servic e (i.e. trea tment, pa thology, 
pharmac eutic a l, or hosp ita l), or involvement in the manufac ture, sa le or supp ly of a 
veterinary product (i.e. pharmaceutical product).    

 

There is no requirement to dec la re interests if the interest c onsists solely of reasonab le fees 
payab le to the veterina rian for trea tment p rovided to anima ls by the veterina rian 

 

in other 
words, p rovid ing or rec ommend ing normal veterina ry trea tment does not require any 
declaration.   

 

Veterina ry surgeons, and their rela tives, a re required to dec la re their financ ia l interests in 
these p resc ribed businesses.  Rela tives inc lude a parent, spouse, puta tive spouse, c hild , 
grandchild, brother or sister of the veterinary surgeon.  

 

A person does not have an interest in a p resc ribed business tha t is c a rried on by a pub lic 
c ompany, if the interest c onsists of less than 5 per c ent of the issued share c ap ita l of the 
company.   

Requirements  

 

The veterina ry surgeon must p rovide advic e to c lients in writing , when rec ommend ing a 
veterina ry servic e or p roduc t to the c lient in whic h they (the veterina rian) or their rela tive, 
have an interest.    

 

The veterinary surgeon and their rela tives must advise the Veterina ry Surgeons Board of their 
interests, and other required information relating to that interest.  

 

The Board must keep a record of this information available for inspection.  

http://www.vsbsa.org.au
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